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Farewell Message from IDF President

Even with our Federation being more than
100 years old, it had nonetheless rejuvenated
itself over the years and remained relevant,
impactful and proactive towards the global
dairy sector. This ongoing process represents a
challenge to use limited resources, human and
financial, efficiently. Over the past four years,
| was at the helm of an organization, which
attracts commitment, dedication, performance
and a shared vision for a better tomorrow. No
other agricultural sector can claim to have an
international organization as unique as IDF
which has over | 000 volunteers who offer
their time and expertise to broaden knowledge
and progress each year. Beyond the scope of all
important areas of our industry, beyond all the
progress and the influence in so many fields, the
strength of IDF remains the people involved in
its operation. | applaud all the experts, chairs
and co-chairs of standing committees, members
of the Science and Programme Coordination
Committee who play a vital role in ensuring
the IDF addresses all priorities facing the dairy
industry.

| must also recognise the highly experienced
members of the board of directors, past and
present, who share a common vision and a strong
desire to improve the organization. Being part of
this team, who developed SWIFT, reviewed our
vision and mission and that of all our officers,
the source of financing, structure, constitution
and rules of order, our collaboration with
international intergovernmental organizations
as well as other industry NGOs and numerous
other aspects of the governance of the IDF, has
been one of the most pleasurable and fulfilling
experience of my career.

| am also extremely thankful for the support
of the secretaries of national committees. These
dedicated people ensure that the IDF operate
efficiently. | was heartened by the determination
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of the national secretaries to contribute to
the work of the IDF and to collaborate and
share experiences to strengthen our national
committees.

Finally, | have to credit a team of highly
professional, hard-working and dedicated staff
who deliver an incredible amount of work each
day. They remain one of the strongest pillars of
the organization. Having had the opportunity
to interact with them as president and getting
to know them better, has been a source of
gratification.

As | complete my term with great satisfaction
for what we have accomplished together, | also
leave with the knowledge that the evolution of
the organization is a never-ending process. The
initiation by the board of a discussion on the
best strategy for the future of the IDF will no
doubt continue for months to come and shows
the strong dedication of the board to maintain
this process.

To the new president, | offer my best wishes
and my full support.To all of you and those who
supported me when | needed it back home to
spend time on IDF business, starting with my
dear wife Louise and including my own board of
directors, my staff
and my national sec-
retary, Pierre Doyle,
for giving me the
backup | needed
when necessary, my
everlasting gratitude.
Until next year!

Richard Doyle
IDF President




